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S.157

Introduced by Committee on Agriculture

Date: March 19, 2013

Subject: Agriculture, hemp; permit

Statement of purpose of bill asintroduced: Thisbill proposesto: require
persons to obtain a permit to grow hemp; remove the word “industrial” from
references to hemp production in the State of Vermont; and give the Agency of
Agriculture, Food and Markets authority to assess fees to hemp permit

applicants.

An act relating to modifying the requirements for hemp production in the
State of Vermont

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

16N S A _chapter 4is amended to read:
CHAPTER 34. INDUSTFRIAL HEMP

§561. INTENT
Theintent of this aet chapter isto lish policy and procedures for
growing tadustrial hemp in Vermont so that farm d other businesses in

the Vermont agricultural industry can take advantage of thism

~opnortunityahon federal reaculatione normit
T
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sused in this chapter:

“Grower” means any a person er-business-entity Heensed who is
granted a permit under this chapter by the seeretary-as-an-rdustria-hemp
grower Secr&v to grow hemp.

(2) “Hemp pxoducts” means all products made from irdustrial hemp,
including but-nretHmitdd-te cloth, cordage, fiber, food, fuel, paint, paper,
particle board, plastics, seeq, seed meal, seed oil, and certified seed for
cultivation if-such-seeds-originste from-industrial-hempvarieties.

(3) “Industria-hemp’_meandyarieties of the plant cannabi

AONCON Arowe N-combp NCA\A N
- cCoO—grovy O -, Y

ara ata| a a'aWaldlalala e aa'alla
O v v vaaNe O

atala’a
it C Aviaw - veww

thischapter- “Hemp” means the plant Cannabi§ sativa L. and any part of the

plant, whether growing or not, with a delta-9 tetral\drocannabinol

concentration of not more than 0.3 percent on adry v%qht basis.

(4) “Secretary” meansthe

Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

§563. INBUSFRIALE HEMP: AN AGRICULTURAL PRODUC

trdustrial-hemp Hemp is an agricultura product which may be gro

produced, possessed, and commercially traded in Vermont pursuant to the

. o

VT LEG #287724 v.7



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

BILL ASINTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE S.157
2013 Page 3 of 12

A\person shall not grow hemp in this State until he or she obtains a

secretary:
permit from té&aretarv. A Heense permit from the seeretary Secretary shall

authorize tndustrial NReMp production only at a site or sites specified by the
Heense permit.
(b) A heense permit from We seeretary Secretary shall be valid for 24

months up to 36 months from the 8ate of issuance pursuant to subdivision

1(a)(13) of thistitle and may be renewad but shall not be transferable.

(C) ha cocral ch ala N aYaalida ‘s armaon aaila Ntormatilon
-y ar—OBta C v o cA O O
anta ocord-o ala ala N ) ala NAd-adihe <a ala a N
aECO1a0 O C O GO < S S, O
ala N a alalara) ho-h alhV¥iata ala horiweation-on-the apn Hon
AP cA O OHASG A S at-OH-O ARPPH-CGAHO
orn ha coerra ch a cor’ alda'alaala'a N th anta ha icar’
S o o oo g c o
Nrecment-sh a'a e the coere aWalalaala a ~ jva a ala
C - ci gy o 0-CO S < Lot GO 1o 5,
NO oc ron NAa-tharaleasa o aalla NI ctiron-record NA-NMea hrote ala
250 SSER-Sicize oS onS aA—CGO S COHaSaHG S/aS S
a ala a N onviction recorads providedto-the secre aala N
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{d) Whex applying for a ieense permit from the secretary Secretary, an
applicant shall provide information sufficient to demonstrate to the seeretary
Secretary that the applicant intends to grow and-s-capable-of-growing
Hdustrial hemp in accongance with this chapter, which at a minimum shall

include:

A a'a lla «HlaYa «Tala a N aa ala
- v ma - v - ci v v CHITIR Y - - Ot 1=

2FHingwith-the seeretary documentation certifying:
(1) that the seeds obtained for planting are\Qf atype and variety
compliant with the maximum concentration of tetrahygrocannabinol set forth

in subdivision 5663} 562(3) of this chapter:; and

3)(2) Fiingwiththe seeretary the location and acreageof all parcels

sown and other field reference information as may be required by ¥e secretary

Secretary.

VT LEG #287724 v.7
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{g)}(d) Every A grower shall alow Rdustrial hemp crops, throughout
sowing, growing season, harvest, storage, aQd processing, to be inspected by

and at the discretion of the seeretary Secretary 8§y his or her designee.

§565. REMOCA ON-AND-SUSPENSION-O CEN :
ENFORCEMENT
of-any-grower-wheo:
A O-COHP ame OatEeSaH PO SHOR-O H -.:::.-,,
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Repeaied.

§566. RIAEMAKINGAUTHOR GROWER PERMITS,

APPLIGATION; ISSUANCE

(a) The Secretary shall:

(1) design and implement an applicatign procedure for a grower

permit; and

(2) design and make available to prospective applicants an advisory

document that provides notice that, until current feder%ﬂaw is amended to

provide otherwise:

(A) cultivation and possession of hemp in Vermont is aviolation of

the federal Controlled Substances Act; and

(B) federa prosecution for growing hemp in violation of federaklaw

VT LEG #287724 v.7



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

BILL ASINTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE S.157
2013 Page 7 of 12

programs, and insurance programs.

(b) Whe Secretary may:

(1) an annual fee of $25.00.$200.00 for a grower permit

application; and

(2) issue a grower permit to an applicant who meets the requirements of

this chapter.
8 567. ENFORCEMENT

(a) A person who violates this ¢hapter may be assessed an administrative

penalty by the Secretary pursuant toé\lon 15 of thistitle.

(b) The Secretary is authorized to seek t&restrain by temporary or

permanent injunction from a court of compete%risdi ction the continuation

or repetition of violations of this chapter.

Sec. 2. 18 V.S.A. § 4201(15) is amended to read:

(15) “Marijuana’ means any plant material of the genu
preparation, compound, or mixture thereof except sterilized seeds

and fiber produced from the stalks. “Marijuana” shall not include hemp,or

hemp products as defined in 6 V.S.A. § 562.

VT LEG #287724 v.7
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Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE

Sec. 1. 6 V.SA. chapter 34 isamended to read:
CHAPTER 34. INDUSTRIAL HEMP
§561. FINDINGS, INTENT

(a) Findings.

(1) Hemp has been continuously cultivated for millennia, is accepted
and available in the global marketplace, and has numerous beneficial,
practical, and economic uses, including: high-strength fiber, textiles, clothing,
bio-fuel, paper products, protein-rich food containing essential fatty acids and
amino acids, biodegradable plastics, resins, hontoxic medicinal and cosmetic
products, construction materials, rope, and value-added crafts.

(2) The many agricultural and environmental beneficial uses of hemp
include: livestock feed and bedding, stream buffering, erosion control, water
and soil purification, and weed control.

(3) _The hemp plant, an annual herbaceous plant with a long slender
stem ranging in height from four to 15 feet and a stem diameter of one-quarter
to three-quarters of an inch is morphologically distinctive and readily
identifiable as an agricultural crop grown for the cultivation and harvesting of
its fiber and seed.

(4) Hemp cultivation will enable the Sate of Vermont to accelerate
economic growth and job creation, promote environmental stewardship, and
expand export market opportunities.

(b) Purpose. The intent of this aet chapter is to establish policy and
procedures for growing dustrial hemp in Vermont so that farmers and other
businesses in the Vermont agricultural industry can take advantage of this

mar ket opportunity when-federalregulationspermit.
§562. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

VT LEG #287724 v.7
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(1) oo pmrors s pereon o suepeae g ernenc bl g
choslop e secre oo o e s o boprpcrose. Dololc |
(2) “Hemp products’ means all products made from Hadustrial hemp,

including but—hettmited—to cloth, cordage, fiber, food, fuel, paint, paper,
particle-beard construction materials, plastics, seed, seed meal, seed oil, and

certlfled seed for cultivation H—sdeh—seeds—originate—from—thdustrial—hemp

thlrsrehaptep “ Hemp” means the pl ant Cannabls satlva L. and any part of the
plant, whether growing or not, with a deta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol
concentration of not more than 0.3 percent on a dry weight basis.

(4) “Secretary’” means the secretary-of-agriculture—food-and-markets
Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

§563. INDUSFRIAE HEMP: AN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT

Hdustria-hemp Hemp is an agricultural product which may be grown as a
crop, produced, possessed, and commercially traded in Vermont pursuant to

the provisions of this chapter. The cultivation of hemp shall be subject to and
comply with the requirements of the accepted agricultural practices adopted
under section 4810 of thistitle.

§ 564. LICENSING-APPLICATION REGISTRATION;
ADMINISTRATION

VT LEG #287724 v.7
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(a) A person who intends to grow hemp shall register with the Secretary

and submit on a form provided by the Secretary the following:

(1) the name and addr ess of the person;

VT LEG #287724 v.7
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(2) a statement that the seeds obtained for planting are of a type and
variety that do not exceed the maximum concentr ation of tetrahydrocannabinol
set forth in subdivision 562(3) of thistitle; and

(3) the location and acreage of all parcels sown and other field
reference information as may be reguired by the Secretary.

(b) The form provided by the Secretary pursuant to subsection (a) of this
section shall include a notice statement that, until current federal law is
amended to provide otherwise:

(A) cultivation and possession of hemp in Vermont is a violation of
the federal Controlled Substances Act; and

(B) federal prosecution for growing hemp in violation of federal law
may include criminal penalties, forfeiture of property, and loss of access to
federal agricultural benefits, including agricultural loans, conservation
programs, and insurance programs.

(c) A person registered with the Secretary pursuant to this section shall
allow hemp crops, throughout sowing, growing season, harvest, storage, and
processing, to be inspected and tested by and at the discretion of the Secretary
or hisor her designee.

(d) The Secretary may assess an annual registration fee of $25.00 for the
performance of his or her duties under this chapter.

§566. RULEMAKING AUTHORITY
The secretary—shal Secretary may adopt rules to provide for the

implementation of this chapter, which shal may include rules to alew require
for—the-thdustrial hemp to be tested during growth for tetrahydrocannabinol
levels and to aHew fer require inspection and supervision of the-Hdustrat
hemp during sowing, growing season, harvest, storage, and processing. The

VT LEG #287724 v.7
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Secretary shall not adopt under this or any other section a rule that would
prohibit a person to grow hemp based on the legal status of hemp under
federal law.

Sec. 2. 18 V.SA. §4201(15) is amended to read:

(15 *“Marijuana” means any plant material of the genus eannabis
Cannabis or any preparation, compound, or mixture thereof except:

(A) sterilized seeds of the plant-and;

(B) fiber produced from the stalks;; or

(C) hemp or hemp products, asdefined in 6 V.SA. § 562.
Sec. 3. 18 V.SA. §4241(b) is amended to read:

(b) This subchapter shall not apply to any property used or intended for
use in an offense involving two ounces or less of marijuana or_in connection
with hemp or hemp products as defined in 6 V.SA. § 562.

Sec. 4. 2008 Acts and Resolves No. 212, Sec. 3 is amended to read:
Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect upon passageexecept-that-the-secretary-shal-net

4 O itla Nti
A

Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.
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